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MH | A VISIT WITH MATT & MANDY

INTERIOR
MOTIVES

Renovated by its previous
owners, this spacious, threestorey home has undergone
even more changes to create a
warm and inviting family space.
STORY SUNNY DE BRUYN PHOTOGRAPHY RYAN HERNANDEZ
STYLING KATHRYN BORGLUND

The sleek kitchen is modern yet timeless. It makes a
great focal point for gatherings with family and friends.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
Biggest challenge: “The home’s
style was about bridging the gap
between old and new. Some of the
existing furnishings were tricky to
work with, but that is part of my job
as a designer,” says Karen Muller.
Favourite room: “I love the parents’
reading nook upstairs in the master
bedroom. I wouldn’t mind curling up
in those chairs with a good book,
open fire roaring and a nice hot cup
of coffee,” says Karen. “The
custom-made art silk and wool rug
is just beautiful. It zones the space,
adds contrast against the carpet
colour while complementing the
furnishings.”
Favourite piece: “I really love the
world map trunk that complements
the couple’s wall-hanging given to
them by a friend. The trunk is a tad
quirky, a piece that couldn’t be
found easily by others.”

ABOVE AND LEFT: Mandy and Matt had very definite
ideas about what they wanted for their kitchen.
The stone benchtops featured in the kitchen carry
through to the bathrooms. This allows for a sense
of continuity and a flow of style throughout the
home.
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W

hen Matt and Mandy originally
bought their home it had
already been renovated, but this
couple had grand plans for their Lindfield
property on Sydney’s North Shore.
Collaborating with a good architect, a
dedicated foreman and a like-minded
interior designer was the key to pulling it all
together. And the couple are certainly

happy with the results – they’ve achieved
their dream home.

BUILDING DREAMS
Mandy says when they first started living
together, they often used to talk about their
dream home. “We always said that we’d like
an area upstairs for ourselves and then decks
that we could entertain on with loads of

sunshine and a big kitchen,” she says. So
when they walked into this property they
both knew immediately that this was the one.
The family lived in the home for two
years before making any changes. “We
wanted to get a feel for the house, see what
it was like in all seasons,” Mandy says. Then
it was time to get to work. “The renovations
ended up being quite extensive. We started
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“IF YOU ARE GOING TO DO IT RIGHT,
YOU DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.”
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A neutral base palette is accented by
warm tones such as rich red to create a
warm, inviting living area downstairs.
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COLOUR CODE

thinking that we would add on just a
parents’ retreat – but like most renovations,
it escalated,” Mandy smiles. The couple say
their architect was wonderful, which made
all the difference. “He came up with some
brilliant concepts, adding on to what our
thoughts were.”
Completing the team was a fabulous
foreman. “Our builders were fantastic – our

For the ceilings and woodwork
quarter-strength Resene Pearl Lustre
was used, while the walls were
painted in a combination of quarterstrength Resene Blanc and Resene
Double Blanc. For the exterior,
Dulux Limed White was used for the
eaves, Dulux Saudi Sand for the
walls and Dulux Woodland Grey
for the guttering.

Resene Double Blanc

TOP: Matt and Mandy’s furniture has been collected
over many years and their dining table was bought
by Mandy’s parents when they married over 40
years ago.
RIGHT: The architect came up with the idea of an
open atrium/skylight above the stairwell to the
parents’ retreat. This has added natural light to the
middle of the house where previously they had
always needed to have the lights turned on.

Dulux Saudi Sand

Dulux Woodland Grey
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The breezy open stairwell is
flooded with light thanks to
some clever architecture.
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“IF THERE IS A
FANTASTIC
ARTWORK YOU
ADORE, USE IT AS
THE BASIS FOR A
NEW PALETTE IN
A ROOM”

foreman was the most organised man we
have ever met!” laughs Mandy. “We were
very, very blessed with our builders and
architect. They got on very well and
communicated with us constantly. We have
so many friends who have had negative
experiences – we couldn’t get over how
trouble-free it was.”
The previous owners had extended the
front of the house, adding on the kitchen,
living room and decks. Matt and Mandy
then added a parents’ retreat – which

includes the master bedroom, study,
bathroom and walk-in wardrobe – replaced
the laundry, reorganised both bathrooms,
replaced the floorboards, raised the ceiling
to accommodate the stairwell, replaced the
outdoor decking and, for good measure
added a linen cupboard.
It took 10 months to complete and
naturally there were one or two hiccups
along the way, but the couple say all in all
they finished pretty much on time and close
to budget. Despite the considerable costs,

TOP LEFT: Karen wanted to ensure that the study
worked for Matt and installed furnishings that are a
bit more masculine than other areas of the home.
ABOVE: The Thai silk wedding weave wall-hanging in
the office was a wedding present from close
friends. Karen picked up on this theme with an
occasional chair in a mix of leather and fabric and
a trunk with a world-map pattern on it, which hints
at the couple’s past travels.
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cutting corners wasn’t an option, and
quality was paramount. “We felt that this
was the one and only time we would be
doing this and that this would be our home
for many, many years. For that reason we

didn’t want to take cheap options as they
would have to be replaced in the very near
future – probably at greater expense,”
Mandy says.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER
ABOVE: One of the ‘must haves’ that Mandy and
Matt communicated to their architect was the
recessed ceiling in the master bedroom. Having
seen something similar at a winery in McLaren
Vale, they fell in love with the idea. The opulence
of the Florence Broadhurst wallpaper offers a
touch of glamour.
TOP RIGHT: The soothing, cool tones of the
bathroom and the quality fittings and finishes make
it just as elegant as any of the more public rooms
in the house.
BOTTOM RIGHT: With its leafy outlook, sleek benches
and plenty of space and light, this bathroom feels
like something from a glamorous hotel.
BELOW: The custom-made pendant light in the
master bedroom completes the picture.

Matt and Mandy aren’t afraid to admit that
they needed an expert. “When we started
we thought that we’d choose the interior
and exterior paint colours and so on. But if
it had been up to me our house would look
orange in daylight! Then we met Karen
– that woman is a godsend!” Mandy laughs.
Although the couple had clear ideas of
what they wanted for their new house, it
was difficult to know if it was all going to
come together. That’s where interior
designer Karen Muller from Real Living
Interiors made all the difference. “I felt I
didn’t know enough to make our house look
fantastic. The renovations were extensive
and also expensive – if it had been left to
me it may have ended up not quite right.
Neither of us wanted that. If you are going
to do it right you do it right the first time.
We knew we needed help.”
A local in the area, Karen’s daughters
were at the same school as Matt and
Mandy’s, which is how they came to work
together. “Chatting to her one day about
how we were starting the renovations, she
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The sophisticated guestroom is a good
example of Karen’s work in tying
together old and new pieces.
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Interior Designer: Karen Muller, Real
Living Interiors, (02) 8003 4447,
www.reallivinginteriors.com.au
How to get Karen’s look:
“You can achieve a similar style by
keeping with a neutral palette on all
hard surfaces such as the walls,
carpets and kitchen and bathroom
areas. Add furnishings with a solid
colour then go crazy with your soft
furnishings in a colour that suits
you,” is Karen’s advice.
Karen’s decorating tips: “I would
encourage homeowners to think
about what is in their home that
they love and capitalise on it! If
there is a fantastic artwork you
adore, use it as the basis for a new
palette in a room. If there is an old
piece of furniture, handed down
from the family with sentimental
value, make it the focal point of the
room. Use select pieces to give you
your own home design and use
complementary furnishings and
fixtures to finish it off. Before you
know it you will have your own
unique internal design. At the end
of the day, if it becomes confusing
or overwhelming, no matter how
small or large your decorating or
renovation plans, I strongly urge
homeowners to engage a designer.
In the long run it is much more
cost-effective to call in a specialist
up-front rather than make costly
mistakes through poor choices. A
few hours of solid advice can save
you thousands of dollars!”

said that I could call her if I needed some
help. We can’t begin to tell you how grateful
we are for all that Karen did. She is a very
talented woman who helped make our
home what it is. Her ideas were brilliant and
simple,” Mandy says.
Karen’s work on the home consisted of
offering an advisory support role for design
during the renovation through to complete
colour design and interior styling. “The
process started out with simple design
assistance with bathroom tiles and advice
on the floorboard colours,” Karen says.
“Before I knew it a few short visits grew to

colour design for the entire house, through
to interior styling!”.
Karen says that at Real Living Interiors
they believe the designs need to be about
the home owners. “As a designer I work
hard to ensure the best solutions for the
homeowners can be achieved. Mandy and
Matt had some very definite ideas in some
areas of their home, but were unsure how to
achieve them,” she adds.
Karen wanted to create a family-friendly
home embracing a contemporary feel
without being overly modern or seeming
cold. She also wanted to create a harmonious
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The family love entertaining out on the deck. They replaced
the original decking with a hardwood that had wider slats,
which went better with the interior floorboards.

feeling between the old and new furniture,
and give existing spaces a new lease on life
through stylish soft furnishings.
“It was really about tying everything
together. The pieces of furniture in the
family living areas had been there a while
but the upstairs pieces were all new. Some
of the guest bedroom items were also
recent purchases yet used the existing bed
linen. So it wasn’t about creating a ‘look’
as such, it was more about the feel
of the home and pulling together a
complementary scheme between the
old and the new,” says Karen.

A neutral base was chosen for the interior
and Karen used the same wall colour,
Resene Blanc, in various strengths
throughout the home – simply altering the
strength of the hue in different rooms. She
then applied accent colours to alter the
mood in each space.
“Cooler relaxing tones such as greens,
blues and browns were used upstairs in the
parents’ area, while warmer and inviting
shades such as red were used downstairs in
the family room. Both areas were linked
through common surfaces such as flooring
and wall colours,” says Karen.

TOP: Another of Mandy and Matt’s ‘must-haves’
was a swing-hinged front door. Mandy says that
although it was difficult to source it was well worth
it. In fact, a cousin commented that the front door
encapsulates the artistic, modern and welcoming
feel of the house.
ABOVE: The external colour scheme blends with the
environment with Dulux Saudi Sand for the walls,
Dulux Limed White for the eaves and Woodland
Grey for the guttering.

Matt and Mandy love their home. Modern
but comfortable, with no harsh lines, this
home is sure to continually delight this young
family for many years to come.
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